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LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION
EWTN was at Donnelly College to film several segments for its 
“Catholicism on Campus” series. Students from Donnelly, Johnson 
County Community College, Benedictine and the University of Kan-
sas participated in the three-day event. Leaven photographers Joe 
McSorley and Doug Hesse caught the action. Pages 8-9

BEHIND THE LENS
Dr. Fernando Ugarte, a surgeon in Marysville, has photographed 
churches all over the world. He’s also freelanced for The Leaven for 
more than a decade. The same critical eye necessary for him to be 
a good surgeon has also translated into him being a good photog-
rapher. Page 16

O
VERLAND PARK — 
“People always ask me 
what I’m doing,” said 
Chuck Jansen, a parish-
ioner from Church of 
the Ascension here. “And 
I say, ‘Well, I’m in my 
fourth quarter.’”

 The fourth quarter, 
according to Jansen, is the time in life when you 
give back. “And I’m just trying to give back,” he said. 
“I’m trying to be significant, trying to touch people’s 
lives.”

 Inspired by men he encountered while leading a 
Christ Renews His Parish retreat, Jansen has decid-
ed to “give back” by producing a collection of faith 
stories on CDs and downloadable MP3s.

 Though he currently is a real estate agent, Jan-
sen has a background in theology and taught high 

school religion for 12 years. 
 “I’ve run a lot of retreats and done a lot of events 

in the church,” he said. “But that retreat (Christ Re-
news His Parish)  kind of taught me to respect and 
love and count on the Holy Spirit.

 “It was a life-changing event. The men shared 
very deeply and it was a moving experience.” 

    Christ in the car
 After the retreat, Jansen couldn’t stop thinking 

about the faith stories he’d heard. 
 “And I just thought some of these ought to be 

recorded and distributed,” he said. “Then the Holy 
Spirit could use the stories and the lessons learned 
to speak to people.” 

 Jansen knew the traditional methods for 
learning about faith were faith groups, retreats 

and parish events. 
 But he also understood many people didn’t feel 

like they had time to participate in those activities.
 “So I thought, ‘Why don’t we bring Christ to 

them in their car?’” he said. “So we came up with 
the term ‘windshield ministry.’” 

 The first person to share his story was Mike 
Fischbach, a retreat participant who had opened 

>> See “CD” on page 4
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Chuck Jansen, a parishioner of Church of the Ascension in Overland Park records Msgr. Tom Tank’s faith story. Jansen produces faith stories on CDs and downloadable MP3s.

FAITH FOR THE JOURNEY
If you would like to purchase a “Faith for the 

Journey” CD or downloadable MP3, or if you 
know of a faith story you’d like to share with 
Chuck Jansen, visit the website at: http://www.
faithforthejourney.com.



Several weeks 
ago, I had 
been invited 

to Mundelein Semi-
nary in Chicago to
preside at the liturgy for the 
installation of lectors, one 
of the steps a man takes in 
his advancement toward 
priestly ordination. The 
Eucharist was followed by a 
festive dinner with faculty, 
seminarians, their families 
and friends.

After the dinner, a 
woman introduced herself 
to me as one of the lay 
graduate theology students 
who is studying for a 
pontifical degree at St. Mary 
of the Lake University in 
Mundelein. As she was 
describing her background, 
I realized that I had just 
heard her interviewed a 
week before on Catholic 
Radio. 

Her name is Dawn 
Eden. She is a convert to 
Catholicism from Judaism. 
She wrote a book entitled: 
“The Thrill of the Chaste: 
Finding Fulfillment While 
Keeping Your Clothes On.”

In her book, Dawn 
reveals that she was 
wounded emotionally 
both by the divorce of her 

parents while she was a 
young child and by being a 
victim of childhood sexual 
abuse. She responded to 
these early traumas by living 
a sexually promiscuous life 
as a young adult.

Through God’s 
providence, Dawn converted 
from being an agnostic Jew 
to becoming first a Christian 
and subsequently a Catholic. 
Dawn was a journalist, who 
for a good part of her career 
covered the rock music 
world — an environment 
where living chastely was not 
perceived as possible, much 
less desirable. 

Her book not only 
provides practical and 
helpful suggestions on 
how to cultivate chastity 
in a hostile culture, but 
helps readers appreciate 
the beauty of this virtue 
and how essential it is for 
happiness in this world. 

As a convert, Dawn 
experienced the sacraments 
of reconciliation and 
the Eucharist with fresh 
eyes. Her love for these 
sacraments can help stir 
within “cradle Catholics” 
a renewed awe for these 
incredible spiritual gifts. I 
encourage every member 
of the archdiocese, if at 
all possible, to attend the 
Easter Vigil, in part to 
give prayerful support and 
encouragement to those 
entering the church, but also 
to be inspired by their joyful 
enthusiasm for baptism and 
the Eucharist.  

Dawn has authored a 
second book, entitled “My 
Peace I Give You: Healing 
Sexual Wounds with the 
Help of the Saints.” In this 
book, Dawn describes the 
great comfort and support 
she experienced from the 
communion of saints in her 
efforts to heal the wounds 
of her childhood sexual 
abuse. 

Dawn found great 
spiritual friends in such 

diverse saints as Mary, 
Ignatius of Loyola, 
Josephine Bakhita, Gemma 
Galgani, Sebastian, Thérèse 
of Lisieux, Laura Vicuna, 
Maria Goretti, Dorothy 
Day, Margaret of Castello, 
Bernard of Clairvaux, 
Thomas Aquinas and 
Karolina Kozka. In reading 
“My Peace I Give You,” you 
will become acquainted 
with some saints with 
whom you are probably not 
familiar and discover a new 
slant on saints who may be 
old friends.  

In the forward, Mother 
Agnes Mary Donovan of 
the Sisters of Life describes 
the book as a vehicle for 
victims to find an alternative 
to self-loathing. Mother 
Mary Agnes states: “‘My 
Peace I Give You’ is an 
inspired work that provides 
a map toward the integrated 
healing of the mind, body, 
emotions and soul of those 
who have suffered the 
shattering effects of sexual 
abuse, either directly or 
indirectly.”

One of the great tragedies 
that our church has been 
compelled to face in our 
time is the sexual abuse of 
minors by clergy. During 
this Holy Week, I will be 
praying especially for the 
healing of anyone who has 
been sexually abused and, 
in particular, those abused 
by someone representing 
our church. Sexual abuse 
by a member of the clergy 
is doubly tragic because it 
often creates an obstacle for 
victims to approach God or 
the church, the best sources 
for healing. 

One of the graces 
resulting from the sexual 
abuse crisis is the safety 
and prevention programs 
that are now in place within 
the church. The church 
should be the safest place 
for all children. It should 
also be the place where you 
can turn to find help with 
healing from sexual abuse 
or any other comparable 
trauma. 

Sadly, most sexual abuse 
happens within families. 
This has become even 
more pronounced with the 
general breakdown of family 
life within our culture. “My 
Peace I Give You” relates 
one person’s healing journey 
and how it was facilitated 

by some of the spiritual 
resources that are part of 
our Catholic faith. 

One of the saints that 
helped Dawn was Blessed 
Laura Vicuna, who was born 
in Chile and spent most of 
her brief life in Argentina. 
Laura’s father died when she 
was only 2. Laura’s mother 
Mercedes, in large part 
because of her desperation 
to provide for Laura and 
her sister, became the live-
in mistress of a wealthy, 
powerful and abusive 
rancher, Manuel Mora.  

Laura developed a 
deep devotion for the real 
presence of Jesus in the 
Eucharist. Sensitive to her 
mother’s spiritual jeopardy 
because of her lifestyle, 
Laura shared with her 
spiritual director that she 
wanted to offer her life 
for the conversion of her 
mother. 

Laura had to resist the 
unwanted sexual advances 
of her mother’s abusive 
“lover.” Laura died at the 
young age of 12. On her 
deathbed, she forgave 
Manuel Mora for his cruelty 

to her and her family and 
successfully implored 
her mother to reform her 
life. After reflecting on 
the beauty and meaning 
of Laura Vicuna’s life, 
Dawn gives the following 
reflection on one small 
element of the Easter Vigil 
liturgy: 

“At the Easter Vigil Mass, 
before the paschal candle 
is lit, the priest embeds 
five grains of incense into 
the candle in the form of 
a cross, symbolizing the 
wounds of Christ. As he 
sinks the grains into the 
wax, [the priest] says, 
‘By his holy and glorious 
wounds, may Christ our 
Lord guard us and keep us.’ 
Only after these wounds 
are called to memory does 
the light of the resurrected 
Christ, symbolized by the 
ignited candle, shine forth 
and spread its glow to every 
candle in the church.” 

May all of us receive 
healing through the wounds 
of Jesus and may his light 
shine ever more brightly 
through our lives! 
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LIFE WILL BE VICTORIOUS

ARCHBISHOP 
JOSEPH F. NAUMANN

CALENDAR

ARCHBISHOP
NAUMANN
March 28
Benedictine College Institute of 
Missionary Activity Symposium 
Mass — Atchison

March 29 
Palm Sunday Mass and proces-
sion — Cathedral of St. Peter, 
Kansas City, Kansas

March 31
Chrism Mass — Savior Pastoral 
Center

April 2
Johnson County priests lun-
cheon

Holy Thursday Mass — Cathe-
dral, Kansas City, Kansas

April 3 
Good Friday Service — Cathe-
dral, Kansas City, Kansas

April 4 
Easter Vigil Mass — Cathedral, 
Kansas City, Kansas

April 5 
Easter Sunday Mass — Cathe-
dral, Kansas City, Kansas

April 7 
Mass — Bishop Ward High 

School, Kansas City, Kansas

Confirmation — Holy Cross, 
Overland Park

ARCHBISHOP
KELEHER
March 28 
St. James auction dinner

March 29
Mass — Federal prison camp

Confessions — Nativity, 
Leawood

March 31
Chrism Mass — Savior Pastoral 
Center

“Seven Last Words” — Curé of 
Ars, Leawood

April 2 
Holy Thursday Mass — Sisters, 
Servants of Mary

April 3 
Good Friday service — Cathe-
dral, Kansas City, Kansas

April 4 
Confirmation for adults — Curé 
of Ars, Leawood

April 5 
Easter Mass — Sisters, Ser-
vants of Mary

May we all be healed through the wounds of Christ this holy season

Holy Week
With Holy Week upon us, 
once again this year, I invite 
every member of the archdio-
cese to make a pilgrimage to 
the Cathedral of St. Peter in 
Kansas City, Kansas, for one 
of the Palm Sunday, Triduum 
or Easter liturgies. I will cele-
brate: 11 a.m. Mass at the Ca-
thedral on Palm Sunday; the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 
7:30 p.m. on Holy Thursday; 
the liturgy of the Passion of 
the Lord at 3 p.m. on Good Fri-
day; the Easter Vigil at 8 p.m. 
on Holy Saturday; and Easter 
Sunday Mass at 11 a.m.  I hope 
that you and your family will 
take advantage of this oppor-
tunity to visit our beautiful Ca-
thedral of St. Peter and to join 
me in celebrating one of these 
important liturgies during the 
week commemorating the 
most significant events in all 
of human history.  I am con-
fident you will find edifying 
and spiritually enriching the 
beauty and care with which 
the liturgy is celebrated at the 
Cathedral of St. Peter.
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By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

K
A N S A S 
CITY, Kan. 
— At a 
time when 
the Catho-
lic faith is 
facing in-
c r e a s i n g 
chal lenges 

in society and the courts, a new in-
ternational organization has been 
formed to support Catholic attor-
neys.

On March 6, a group of approxi-
mately 30 individuals — with anoth-
er 15 or so joining by phone — met in 
a conference room at the Polsinelli 
law firm in Kansas City, Missouri, to 
found the Catholic Bar Association.

The meeting is the culmination of 
two years of work, said Joshua Mc-
Caig, a Polsinelli attorney and lead 
organizer.

“In 2007, I started the Catholic 
Lawyers Guild of Kansas City,” said 
McCaig, a member of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Parish in Kansas City, 
Missouri. “Before that, there wasn’t 
a formal Catholic lawyers entity 
here.”

McCaig then began to establish 
contacts with similar guilds across 
the nation and even in Europe.

“Once I started down this road, it 
became quickly apparent the Holy 
Spirit was at work,” he said. “I was 
contacted by other Catholic attor-
neys across the country who were 
working on similar initiatives, al-
though not as far along I had got-
ten, and they wanted to join in the 
effort.”

The founding steering committee 
included representatives from the 
Catholic Medical Association, the 
Canon Law Society of America, the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, state Catholic conference rep-
resentatives, attorneys from several 
states, and deans and other officials 
from various Catholic law schools 
and universities.

Episcopal representation includ-
ed Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, 
from the Archdiocese of Kansas City 
in Kansas; Bishop Robert W. Finn, 
from the Diocese of Kansas City-St. 
Joseph; Bishop Thomas J. Paprocki, 
from the Diocese of Springfield, Il-
linois; and Bishop Keven W. Vann, 
from the Diocese of Orange, Califor-
nia.

“The ultimate purpose of the 
Catholic Bar Association, as I envi-
sion it, is to provide a community 
where legal professionals can grow 
in their relationship with Jesus 
Christ — that’s first and foremost,” 
said McCaig, “and where its mem-
bers can challenge each other to 
live out the Catholic faith, not just 
in their private lives, but also within 
their profession.”

Ellen Dorn, past president of the 
Thomas More Society of Dallas, was 

at the meeting. She discovered that 
many attendees were already think-
ing along the same lines.

“We talked about the common 
sentiments that brought each of us 
here,” said Dorn. “There has been a 
similar desire among Catholic law-
yers throughout the country for a 
similar means of associating.”

“Increasingly, the Catholic per-
spective on the law and legal system 
is not in vogue right now. It’s being 
challenged in the courts and chal-
lenged in society. Every lawyer in 
his or her practice encounters that,” 
she continued. “Those lawyers who 
were not educated in Catholic law 
schools need some tools and re-
sources to be able to effectively 

present and promote Catholic per-
spectives on the law when those are 
being challenged in the courts and 
society.”

William Kirk, vice president and 
general counsel of Ave Maria Uni-
versity in Ave Maria, Florida, sees 
the organization as a “big tent” for 
Catholic attorneys.

“There is absolutely a need for 
this,” said Kirk, who is McCaig’s 
brother-in-law. 

His vision of a Catholic Bar As-
sociation is that it will be a place 
for all Catholic attorneys — all who 
self-identify as Catholic, even if only 
in a cultural sense — to learn more 
about their faith and how their prac-
tice of the law can help build up the 
kingdom of God.

“My goal is that we create an or-
ganization that would be a resource 
on the practical side for Catholic 
lawyers,” he said. “But I think the 
organization we’ve founded would 
be a resource for folks who have any 
interest in Catholic education and 
life generally, and religious freedom 
issues. So, I think we have a broad 
mission.”

Mario Dickerson, executive di-
rector of the Catholic Medical As-
sociation, was invited to attend the 
meeting so he could share the expe-
rience of his 80-year-old organiza-
tion.

“When Josh (McCaig) was look-
ing to form the Catholic Bar Associ-
ation, he looked to similar kinds of 
Catholic professional organizations 
— who they are, what they’re about, 
how they are organized and struc-
tured,” said Dickerson. “It helped 
him discern how best to structure 
the Catholic Bar Association.”

Like the Catholic Medical Associ-
ation, an important part of the Cath-
olic Bar Association will be encour-
aging personal growth in holiness.

“Once you have the attorneys 
formed in their own holiness and 
spiritual journey, and ethics and val-
ues, it’s going to permeate no matter 
what field of law they are in,” said 
Dickerson. “When you’re in a tough 
spot making those difficult moral 
and ethical choices, you’ll be able to 
do the right thing.”

Dickerson sees the significance of 
the bar association’s founding in the 
context of lay Catholics. 

“I think more and more what 
you’re seeing . . . is a revitalization 
of lay faithful taking pride, joy and 
ownership in their vocation and 
calling in life, and wanting to live 
that out more fully. And they’re 
looking for ways to do that in a way 
that transcends particular issues,” 
said Dickerson. “It’s a way of life.  
Now, [here is] another player on the 
field that can help people appropri-
ate their faith into their profession 
in a fully holistic way.”

For more information about the 
Catholic Bar Association, call Mc-
Caig at (816) 395-0651 or contact him 
by email at: jmccaig@polsinelli.com.

International Catholic Bar Association launches
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Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann meets with a group of 30 people at the Polsinelli law firm to found the Catholic Bar Association. 

MISSION STATEMENT
The Catholic Bar Association 

is a community of legal profes-
sionals that educates, organizes 
and inspires its members to faith-
fully uphold and bear witness to 
the Catholic faith in the study 
and practice of the law.

“Increasingly, 
the Catholic 

perspective on the 
law and legal system 
is not in vogue right 
now. It’s being chal-
lenged in the courts 
and challenged in 
society. Every lawyer 
in his or her practice 
encounters that.”

Ellen Dorn, past president of the 
Thomas More Society of Dallas

“



up about the very personal faith journey 
he began when his wife of 46 years was 
diagnosed with dementia. 

 “Chuck was touched by my story,” 
said Fischbach, “the struggles I was hav-
ing with how to keep loving my wife 
while watching her fade and how to stay 
close to God.

 “He asked me if I would consider 
making a CD that tells the story of my 
love for my wife and how that was sus-
tained with some faith through this awful 
journey we had to go on.”

 It took some convincing, but once 
Fischbach committed to the process, he 
found it was made easy by Jansen.

  “He’s a very caring person,” he said. 
“He has sensitivity to others.

 “He approached it like an interview 
process. He actually asked me for some 
leading questions that would help me 
open up. 

“And he, of course, came up with 
some of his own questions to precipitate 
thoughts.”

 Fischbach’s wife Ann has since passed 
away. But through the CD, the story of 
their journey together continues to live 
on and touch many lives.

 “I had one lady,” said Jansen, “she was 
76 years old. She called me at ten o’clock 
at night after listening to the CD and we 
talked for an hour and fifteen minutes. 

 “She had the desire to retell her story 
of taking care of her husband.”

 The four CDs that have followed 
Fischbach’s are equally interesting and 
universal in their themes. 

• Chris Ford, former Army captain, 
tells of how he relied on his faith when 
a suicide bomber attacked his compound 
in Baghdad.

• John O’Leary, an internationally ac-
claimed speaker, explains his journey 
from the day he was burned over 98 per-
cent of his body and told he would die.

• Larry Kuehl talks about being di-
agnosed with multiple myeloma and 
enduring three full chemotherapy treat-
ments and two bone marrow transplants 
while continuing to appreciate life and 
God’s blessings.

• Father Anthony Viviano tells the sto-
ry of his journey to the priesthood, which 
didn’t start until he was 45.

    Driven by the Spirit
 Jansen takes no credit for choosing 

the people whose faith stories are related 
through this ministry — it’s all the work 
of God.

 “The Holy Spirit brought them forth 
to me,” he said. “I learned about them 
through one avenue or another.

 “Then I approached them and said 
‘Would you pray on whether you would 
be willing to be recorded?’

 “And they said yes, so we recorded 
them.”

 Fellow Church of the Ascension pa-

rishioner James Moburg is an avid fan of 
the CD ministry.

 “I think people who enjoy hearing 
faith stories can see themselves in some-
body else,” he said. “You never know 
what’s going to strike you. 

 “I think the exposure helps either 
deepen our faith life or helps us counsel 
someone on their spiritual journey. 

 “I just enjoy the variety of the stories.”
 Jansen has been both surprised and 

pleased at the success of the ministry.
 The CDs are listened to by individu-

als driving to work, families on the way to 
school and people driving on vacations.

 They’ve also become popular with 
faith groups — so much so that Jansen 
has created discussion questions for each 
CD, available to print from the website.

 Many people give the CDs as gifts or 
use them as a tool for evangelization.

 “We gave one to someone because 
we’d heard her husband had just gotten di-
agnosed with Alzheimer’s,” said Moburg. 

 “And I gave one to a guy,” he contin-
ued, and told him, “‘Feel free to listen to 
it — maybe some of the things this guy 
says will help you get in touch deeper 
with your faith.’

 “To me, it was a small evangelization 
step.” 

   Distribution over profit
 
 Jansen chose to market the CDs only 

through the website so he could keep the 

price low.
 “As I prayed on this ministry,” he said, 

“I decided distribution is more important 
than profit.

 “In other words, I’m not interested in 
making money on it — I just want to dis-
tribute it, make it affordable.”

 Five CDs and MP3 downloads are 
available now; two more are coming 
soon. 

 “There’s an upcoming one in the 
works that I’m really excited about,” said 
Moburg. “We love our pastor Father Tom 
Tank and I know he just participated in 
this process.

 “I can’t wait to have a CD of his wis-
dom.” 

 Jansen has no specific plans for the 
future; he’s leaving that up to the Holy 
Spirit.

 “I’m kind of a one-man show right 
now,” he said. “As sales increase, I’d like 
to see it grow a little bit more. 

 “If and when there is a profit, all prof-
its are going to go to charities.”

 Jansen would be interested in hearing 
from anyone who has a suggestion for a 
faith journey recording. 

He is especially hoping that someday 
soon he’ll be able to present an experi-
ence from a woman’s perspective.

 As to the future of the ministry, he 
says it’s not in his hands.

 “Won’t it be interesting,” he asked, 
“to see what the Holy Spirit brings 
about?”
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CD ministry shares stories, touches lives

By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. —  By 
shifting gears and test-driv-
ing a new way of raising 
funds, Our Lady of Unity 

Parish here thinks it’s found a key to 
success.

The OLU Car Club is revving up 
plans for the third Our Lady of Unity 
Car, Truck & Bike Show, which will be 
held at the parish from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on April 25.

It just seemed like a natural road to 
take for some parishioners.

“We’ve been showing our Chevelle 
for 32 years,” said parishioner Kevin 
Johnson. “We’ve always gone to car 
shows . . . and our kids were raised go-
ing to car shows.”

His wife Sherry got the wheels turn-
ing on the idea several years ago.

“The parish was looking for fund-
raiser ideas, and Sherry threw out, 
‘Well, we could do a car show,’” said 
Kevin.

The concept was totally new to 
Father Kent O’Connor, pastor of Our 
Lady of Unity.

But he was willing to go along for 
the ride — and over the past two years, 

he’s become quite a fan.
He is even responsible for his own 

“pastor pick” winners, who, like all 
the winners, receive a one-of-a-kind 
trophy hand-fashioned by parishioner 
John Yetter out of old car parts.

The show also features a “princi-
pal’s pick” and a host of other awards.

For some, the event is all about the 
friends and fellowship — and even a 
little bit of food: “zip burgers” served 
up by the Knights of Columbus.

“I just enjoy coming out and seeing 
different cars — and coming up here to 
be with friends,” said parishioner Marc 
Magerl, who is the main cook for the 
car show. “This is my second family — 
church family.”

But for others, it’s the cars.
“I’ve seen every hot rod made in 

the last 30 years,” said Johnnie Czirr, 
a Kansas City, Kansas, car enthusiast. 
“I go [to shows] to just visit and see if 
somebody’s got something new they’ve 
built.”

“That’s why we all go to these shows 
— to see what somebody else has 
done,” said Bill Feldman, also a big fan 
of car shows.

“It’s been a blast,” agreed Sandy Ler-
oux, who has enjoyed the show since it 
started. “I love going to the car shows 

just to see the creativity that people 
have in their cars. Everybody’s proud 
of what they have, and you never know 
what you’ll see.”

There’s no charge for spectators 
who just go out to look and have 
some fun. The money is raised from 
those who pay an entry free to show 
their car, truck or bike, and the spon-
sors.

The event will also feature live mu-
sic, including One Nite Only KC with 
its all-star blues revue, as well as local 
food, craft and product vendors.

Organizers hope to see an especially 
good turnout of motorcycles this year.

“We’re trying to get a multitude of 
vintage bikes in here from around the 
world,” said Yetter.

There’s even a kids’ category, 
which the committee hopes will be a 
popular one. Categories include bicy-
cles, wagons, mini cars, models and 
pinewood.

The concept is definitely catching 
on. It started with only about 60 en-
tries the first year, and topped 100 in 
2014.

And with the growing numbers, the 
parish is bringing much-needed funds 
and awareness to the parish and the 
school.

“It is something out of the ordi-
nary. That’s why we’re doing it,” said 
Yetter.

“And that brings people in who ar-
en’t necessarily Catholic,” added Sher-
ry Johnson. “We want all faiths in, or 
people who are maybe lost and don’t 
have a faith. 

“This might be the home for them.”

Tricked-out rides compete for good cause
Our Lady of 

Unity Car Show
When: 8 a.m.-2 p.m. April 25
Where: Our Lady of Unity Parish, 
2646 S. 34th St., Kansas City, Kan-
sas
Sponsorship deadline: April 1  
Car, truck and cycle entries will be 
taken until the event, which will take 
place rain or shine.
For information, send an email 
to: OLUCarClub@yahoo.com; or 
call Sherry Johnson at (913) 207-
0900, or John Yetter at (913) 484-
7756. There is also a Facebook page, 
which can be found by searching for 
OLU Car Club.

LEAVEN PHOTO BY JESSICA LANGDON

Johnnie Czirr, left, Sandy Leroux, Bill Feldman and Kevin Johnson, a parishioner at Our Lady of Unity Parish in Kansas City, Kansas, display their cars outside Our Lady of Unity School. Organizers look 
forward to the annual car show benefiting the school on April 25. Entry fees for vehicles are $15 before April 17, and $20 after. The parish’s Knights of Columbus will prepare food for the event, and the 
school’s eighth-graders will serve a taco dinner.
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By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — The 
Wyandotte County district at-
torney has charged a former 
employee of the Archdiocese 

of Kansas City in Kansas with three 
counts of felony theft — totaling more 
than $116,000 from the archdiocese — ac-
cording to a press release from the dis-
trict attorney’s office.

Rose A. Hammes, 52, surrendered her-
self on March 16 to the Wyandotte Coun-
ty sheriff.

According to the district attorney’s of-
fice, the thefts took place between 2010 
and 2014, during Hammes’ employment 
as the director of communications and 
planning for the archdiocese.

Hammes started her employment as 
archdiocesan director of communica-
tions and pastoral planning in September 
2010, and her employment ended in April 
2014.

The Archdiocese of Kansas City in 
Kansas notified the Wyandotte County 
district attorney’s office in 2014 after dis-
covering financial irregularities in April 
2014.  

The archdiocese contacted law en-
forcement because it believed it was the 
victim of fraud and had suffered a sub-
stantial loss — more than $100,000.  

The district attorney asked the Kansas 
City Kansas Police Department to inves-
tigate.

“The archdiocese remains in full co-
operation with law enforcement author-
ities as this case moves forward,” said 
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann.

The archdiocese hoped to recover its 
loss through insurance. 

 “The Archdiocese of Kansas City in 
Kansas takes seriously its responsibility 
to safeguard the church’s assets,” said 
Carla Mills, chief financial officer for 
the archdiocese. “We continuously re-
view internal controls in an attempt to 
strengthen safeguards against any breach 
of trust.”

Two of the counts are level nine felo-
nies — punishable if convicted by up to 17 
months in prison — because their dates 
are prior to July 1, 2011, when the Kansas 
theft statue changed. The third count fol-
lowed that date and is a level five felony, 
punishable if a person is convicted by up 
to slightly more than 11 years in prison, 
according to the district attorney’s office.

Hammes was held in the Wyandotte 
County Jail following her surrender and 
was released on March 23 after bond was 
posted.

Archbishop Naumann encouraged 
Catholics of the archdiocese to pray for 
the parties in the case.

He also encouraged patience as the 
case moves through the legal process.

Former 
archdiocesan 

employee 
charged with 

theft

s HEALING POWER
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann anoints the 
head of Victor Davila with the oil of chrism 
at the 19th annual healing Mass March 7 at 
Curé of Ars Parish in Leawood. The ceremo-
ny followed the Lourdes pilgrimage format.

     QUADRUPLE FUN
Quadruplets, from left, Abigail, Hanna, Gra-
cie and Riley Thomas were all confirmed to-
gether by Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann at 
Divine Mercy Parish in Gardner on Feb. 28.
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s CELEBRATING 15
Members of the Padre Pio Academy 
combined seventh- and eighth-grade 
classes (counterclockwise, from left, 
top) Greta Rickert, Tessa Redding, Rose 
Smock, John Matulis and Matthew San-
tamaria respond to a question from 
teacher Courtney Dunn, who is also the 
school’s dean of operations. Padre Pio 
Academy is a private, Catholic elemen-
tary school with grades kindergarten 
through eighth. The school, founded 
in 1999, has occupied the upper floor 
of the former St. Joseph Grade School, 
5901 Flint St., Shawnee, since 2003.

s CELEBRATING 75
Dorothy Henry of St. James Church in 
Wetmore will be honored for her 75 
years as the parish’s organist at the 
weekend Mass on March 28. “Dode,” 
as she is known to all, started playing 
the organ when she was only 11 at St. 
Patrick Church in Corning, but joined 
St. James when she and her husband 
Donald moved south of Wetmore after 
his service in the Korean War was over. 
Over the years, she has played different 
styles of organs for many different pas-
tors and has taught many young organ-
ists along the way. Father Barry Clayton 
and the St. James community will hon-
or her service by presenting her with a 
papal blessing and hosting a reception 
following the Mass in the adjacent hall. 
All are welcome.

s
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On a vacation vis-
iting my brother 
and his family in 

Seattle a few years ago, I 
saw a niece and nephew,
cousins to each other, randomly 
playing with toys on the living 
room floor. 

My 2-year-old nephew had 
finished playing with a toy and set 
it aside. My 4-year-old niece then 
picked it up. You can guess what 
happened next. An explosion from 
the 2-year-old when his cousin 
grabbed “his” toy. His focus was 
on himself and not wanting to lose 
that toy, even to his good friend 
and cousin. 

If you are reading this, you have 
been that 2-year-old and learned 
to share. With more practice, we 
eventually come to see the value of 
other people and discover the joy 
in being generous to them. 

We learn the surprise of true 
love of self. The surprise is that it 
is not all about me. True self-love 
is not measured by how much we 
do to make ourselves comfort-
able and happy. The standard of 

measurement is how much we do 
for God and how much we do to 
benefit our neighbor. 

The greatest amount of self-love 
is seen in the people who are most 
like Christ in how they love others. 
We call these people saints.

I most love myself when I most 
love in the way Jesus loved. He 
loved to the point of giving up his 
physical life for us in the crucifix-
ion, a form of death designed by 
the Romans to cause the greatest 
amount of pain for the longest 
time possible. He loved to the 
point of suffering in the most 
intense emotional way: feeling 
abandoned by his Father, with 

whom he had the closest connec-
tion throughout his life. Through 
this double suffering, physical and 
emotional, he was able to take on 
his shoulders the weight of all the 
sins of all the people of all times. 
He bore that weight so that we did 
not have to bear it ourselves and 
die because of its force. By Jesus’ 
love, our friendship with God was 
restored and deepened into our 
being not just friends of God but 
his adopted children.

To the degree that we are able 
to remake ourselves into the image 
of Christ, so far do we become the 
best version of who we are meant 
to be. There is no better way to 
show love for ourselves than to be 
like Christ. 

Let us daily keep our eyes open 
to the needs of others. Each day, 
the little acts of kindness that we 
are able to do are individual tiles 
making of us a mosaic portrait of 
Jesus that we are offering to the 
Father.

VINCE EIMER
Vince Eimer is the spiritual and retreat 
director of Christ’s Peace House of Prayer 
near Easton.

RUNNING THE RACE

Love yourself better by loving Christ more
Editor’s Note: This is the sixth in 

Vince Eimer’s seven-part series on 
journeying through the Lenten sea-
son.

Gail (Rausch) and James Brungardt, 
m e m b e r s 
of Sacred 
H e a r t - S t . 
Joseph Par-
ish, Topeka, 
will cele-
brate their 
50th wed-
ding anni-
versary on 

April 4. The couple was married on April 
4, 1965, at Sacred Heart Church, Salina. 
Their children are: Kristin Hanson (de-
ceased); Deborah Alani, Winnetka, Illinois;  
LeAnn Petrie, Topeka; Paul Brungardt, 
Silver Lake; Aaron Brungardt, Gladstone, 
Missouri; and Tammy Holmes, Silver Lake. 
They also have 11 grandchildren. They will 
celebrate with a Mass followed by a casu-
al family dinner.

NEW ANNIVERSARY POLICY
• The Leaven prints 50, 60, 65 and 70th notices. 
• Announcements are due eight days before the 
desired publication date. 
• Announcements must be typed. 
Include the following Information:
• The couple’s names
• their parish
• the date they were married
• church and city where they were married
• what they are doing to celebrate
• date of the celebration
• names of children (no spouses please)
• number of grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren; 
Send notices to: The Leaven, 12615 Parallel 
Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109, attn: anniversa-
ries; or send an email to: Todd@theleaven.com. 
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By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

In her novel “The Children of Men,” 
author P.D. James gives us a world 
where humanity faces extinction be-
cause men and women mysteriously 

lose their fertility. As time passes, so-
ciety begins to degenerate into tyran-
ny and brutality. Individuals of the last 
generation to be born — the Omegas 
— become spoiled and violent because 
they were raised with special privileges. 
(This book was made into film, but the 
book is better.)

The dystopian world of “The Children 
of Men” serves to underscore the wis-
dom of the Catholic Church, expressed 
in “Love Is Our Mission: The Family Ful-
ly Alive,” the catechesis for the World 
Meeting of Families Sept. 22-25:

“Marriage is meant to be fertile and 
to welcome new life. Children shape 
the future, just as they themselves are 
shaped in their families. Without chil-
dren, there can be no future. Children 
reared with love and guidance are the 
foundations for a loving future.”

Marriage is distinct from other hu-
man relationships because “it is the 
covenant built on the procreative power 
of male and female.” It is this married 
love that integrates the fertility of men 
and women with the sacrament of God’s 
covenant. It places procreation in the 
context of human dignity and freedom.  

Marriage is more than just a social 
arrangement. “The marital vows are 
analogous to God’s covenant with Is-
rael and the church.” The sacrament 
of marriage makes the power of God’s 
covenant fidelity and triune fideli-
ty available to the husband and wife,      

according to the catechesis. 
 It is this spiritual foundation that 

makes it possible for us to go way be-
yond the biological necessity of joining 
men and women to produce children. 
Children are much more than neces-
sary “Omegas” to keep the human race 
chugging along. Rather, they are to be 
welcomed as an extension of divine 
generosity. Augustine’s “three goods of 
marriage” (children, fidelity and sacra-
ment) are all rooted in the divine plan.

The catechesis further says: “The 
question of becoming parents rests on 
the same rationale as sacramental mar-
riage itself,” that is, “love as service, 
sacrifice, trust and openness to God’s 
generosity.”

The same love that produced the 

child obligates the parents to nurture 
their children in spiritual formation. 
Thus, the succeeding generations be-
come a “chain of faith,” as Pope Francis 
has said. Children are thus ushered into 
the community of faith and a relation-
ship with God. 

Parents are the primary teachers of 
the faith to their children, but they are 
not alone. “The family, to be a ‘little 

church,’ must be well integrated into the 
‘big church,’ that is, into the family of 
God that Christ came to form,” says the 
catechesis.

So indeed, the “Children of Men” are 
the children of us all. Parishes must see 
themselves as a “family of families” and 
express that love in “concrete actions of 
hospitality and generosity.”

Each generation is a link in the ‘chain of faith’
Editor’s Note: Catholics throughout 

the country have been invited to join in 
the 10-month preparation for the World 
Meeting of Families this September. This 
reflection is based on the fifth chapter 
of the meeting’s catechesis “Love Is Our 
Mission: The Family Fully Alive.”

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
• What is the “domestic church”? 

How can we live this ideal in our 
own family, and how does the par-
ish serve the family and vice versa. 
Could we do better?

• Does your family encourage 
vocations, or even talk about voca-
tions? Is your family open to a vo-
cation to the priesthood or religious 
life from within your family?

• Do you pray with your children? 
Is the prayer perfunctory or mean-
ingful? Do you read stories about 
the saints or from the Bible to your 
children? Do you discuss living a 
Catholic life? 

• Even if you don’t have children, 
are you conscious of your witness to 
children? What do they learn about 
being a Catholic by watching you?

Married love integrates the fertility of men and women with the sacrament of God’s covenant 
and places procreation in the context of human dignity and freedom.  

Catholic Foundation of Northeast Kansas
• Catholic Bequests

• Gift Annuities

• Endowments

Remember a gift to the church in your will
(913) 647-0325  CFNEK@archkck.org  www.cfnek.org

• Donor Advised Funds

• Named Scholarship Funds

• Memorial Funds

FOUNDATION REPAIR
Cracked • Bowed • Settled Wall 
Repair
v Wall Bracing
v Waterproofing
v Steel Underpinning

MUD JACKING                
 Raise & Level

v Patios  v Drives  
v Garage Floors
v Slab Houses

Kansas City                                  Lawrence Topeka
(913) 262-9352                             (785) 865-0006 (785) 246-0128

K E A T I N G Mud Jacking
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K
A N S A S 
CITY, Kan. 
— People 
who know 
e x a c t -
ly what a 
gem Don-
nelly Col-
lege here is 
sometimes 

refer to it as the “best-kept secret in 
Kansas City.”

If there’s truth to that secret part, 
the cat’s about to be let out of the bag.

Donnelly College, set in the heart 
of Kansas City, Kansas, will be seen by 
Catholics on a global scale thanks to a 
TV series — focusing on faith and the 
college years — that airs on the Eter-
nal Word Television Network.

Monsignor Stuart 
Swetland, president of 
Donnelly College, de-
veloped the concept 
that became “Catholi-
cism on Campus” when 
he was working with 
Catholic students at the 
University of Illinois.

He continued co-
ordinating and host-
ing the TV show for 
years in his next post 
at Mount St. Mary’s 
University in Emmits-
burg, Maryland, before 
becoming Donnelly’s 
president in 2014. 

When EWTN renewed the “Cathol-
icism on Campus” series for another 
season, the KCK college was ready.

“We shot it here at Donnelly Col-
lege,” said Msgr. Swetland.

And even though the shows won’t 
likely air until next year, the produc-
tion has already begun, which made 
for an exciting start to March on the 
campus.

Making the show
From March 2-4, Donnelly’s Com-

munity Event Center was transformed 
into a television studio.

Backdrops set the stage for Msgr. 
Swetland and his guests, who inter-
acted with a student audience for each 
segment.

With the precision of seasoned pro-
fessionals, everyone moved from one 
session to the next amid TV lighting, a 
maze of cords and television displays.

“Let’s do this!” called Msgr. Swet-
land as one group of students filed out 
after completing an episode and more 

students took their places, with some 
even pausing to have their makeup 
touched up before the next session.

“It’s something that everybody on 
campus is talking about, and every-
one is excited and buzzing about,” said 
Becky Haworth, marketing manager 
at Donnelly, during a break from the 
shooting. “It’s been a very different 
week so far — but in the best way.”

Archdiocesan approach
This season’s shows focused on 

the spiritual life, with an emphasis on 
prayer. 

Students from Donnelly College, 
Benedictine College in Atchison, 
Johnson County Community College  
in Overland Park, and the University 
of Kansas in Lawrence participated in 
the shows. A Donnelly alum, now a 
student at Kansas State University in 

Manhattan, also re-
turned for one of the 
tapings.

Monsignor Swet-
land has tradition-
ally employed a 
multi-campus ap-
proach, featuring 
guests and view-
points on Catholi-
cism from a number 
of different campus-
es.

“It was nice to have 
students from Kansas 
for people to see the 
various ways that the 
Archdiocese of Kan-

sas City in Kansas is doing apostolate 
to the students who are in college,” he 
said.

Donnelly students and instructors 
were on deck the first day.

Father John Melnick, SSA, vice 
president of ministry, and Sister Marie 
Kathleen Daugherty, SCL, instructor 
and associate dean for liberal arts and 
sciences, shared the work Donnelly 
College is doing.

“We had a . . . class come on and talk 
about fundamental theology, the foun-
dations of faith,” said Msgr. Swetland.

St. Paul’s Outreach made an appear-
ance, and one of the shows featured 
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann.

“He did a great job talking about his 
own spiritual life. The students were 
interested in hearing how he prayed,” 
said Msgr. Swetland. “And it was good 
to hear him challenge the students to 
be men and women of prayer.”

Some of the sessions featured the 
Apostles of the Interior Life.

“Of course, they specialize in help-
ing people form their prayer,” he said.

The Fellowship of Catholic Univer-

sity Students was involved, and some 
of the shows included the work of the 
St. Lawrence Catholic Campus Center 

at KU.
Finally, there was an interview with 

Stephen Minnis, president of Bene-

dictine College, who spoke about lay 
spirituality.

Altogether this time, 13 shows were 
created, all focusing on the spiritual 
life.

Spiritual questions
As he led discussions about this 

topic, Msgr. Swetland found his own 
spirit bolstered.

“I was talking to some of the cam-
eramen about this,” he said. “It’s al-
ways a nice boost to our spiritual life 
to see the enthusiasm and the dedica-
tion of the students who like talking 

about the spiritual life and have inter-
esting questions to ask.”

The questions “touch deep into 
your soul,” said Taleah Berger of Kan-
sas City, Kansas, a freshman who was 
quick to sign up when she learned 
she’d been recommended to partici-
pate in the production.

“I always talk about Christ wherev-
er I go,” she said.

“It’s a great opportunity, since Don-
nelly is such a small college,” said Tria 
Jefferson, a sophomore from Kansas 
City, Kansas, who also participated in 
the show.

Donnelly has a lot of activities and 

great people, she said, and she was ex-
cited for the EWTN program to share 
the college with its audience.

“It’s really diverse here — that’s one 
thing I like about it,” said Jefferson. 
“I’m more of an outgoing person but, 
here at Donnelly, you can make new 
friends all the time.”

That includes forming bonds with 
students and faculty.

Both women also enjoyed watching 
their college president host the show.

This was the first time Berger had 
interacted with him in that way, and 
Jefferson said she enjoyed the op-
portunity to “see him in action doing 
something he loves to do.”

Important age
It’s important to reach the college 

demographic, said Msgr. Swetland, 
because so much happens in people’s 
lives between the ages of 18 and 25.

“Most people will make adult deci-
sions about faith [during that time],” 
he said. Whether they grew up in a 
particular faith or with no faith at all, 
this period is when many people make 
decisions about how they are going to 
live their faith lives.

This is also the time when they will 
develop some of the most significant 
relationships of their lives.

And they will make major decisions 
about their vocations.

Many are living away from home 
for the first time, and it’s important 
to minister to them as they encounter 
different points of view, he believes.

“They’re contemporaries with peo-

ple who hold this worldview that re-
duces everything to the material: that 
which can be measured, that which 
can be understood through the scien-
tific method and also emphasizes con-
sumerism, sort of, ‘I shop, therefore I 
am,’” said Msgr. Swetland. 

“We’ve got to challenge that with, 
‘No, the most exciting things in life are 
invisible,’” he continued.

Things like friendship, love and 
truth.

“We need to be proposing that 
there’s more to life than you can see. 
And actually, the most important parts 
of life often go beyond what can be 
seen and measured,” he added.

Although he didn’t yet have a 
schedule for when the Donnelly epi-
sodes would air, Msgr. Swetland said 
his experience suggests that it might 
be as late as fall of 2016.

Berger and Jefferson will be eagerly 
anticipating how it all comes together.

Great things come in small packag-
es, says Berger, and that’s true for Don-
nelly. 

“I’ll do anything for this school be-
cause I love this school,” she said.

Haworth loved watching the stu-
dents interact with Msgr. Swetland 
and with students from a variety of 
campuses — and seeing their faces 
light up when they caught a glimpse of 
themselves on camera.

“The students are why all of us 
work at Donnelly,” said Haworth. “We 
love them, and we’re excited that we 
get to do this work for them.

“It’s really just an exciting time for 
them.”

BEHIND THE SCENES
Monsignor Stuart Swetland, president of Donnelly College in Kansas City, Kansas, and host of EWTN’s “Catholicism on Campus” series interviews Benedictine College professors Dr. Mark Zia and Dr. Andy 
Swafford during the taping of the show at Donnelly College. Students from Benedictine College in Atchison asked the panel some questions.

READY FOR A CLOSEUP
Donnelly College student Katherin Suriano has makeup applied before going in front of the camera 
as a guest on EWTN’s “Catholicism on Campus.”

ROLLING
The camera catches all the action during a taping of “Catholicism on Campus” at Donnelly College. 
Panel guest Dr. Matt Ramage fields a question from the audience.

HERE’S YOUR HOST
Monsignor Swetland talks to the audience during a break in taping. Students from Donnelly College, 
Johnson County Community College in Overland Park, Benedictine College and the University of Kan-
sas in Lawrence were part of the three-day taping at Donnelly.

UP CLOSE
A cameraman gets a closeup of Msgr. Stuart Swetland and Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann. The 
taped shows will probably air sometime next year.

LEAVEN PHOTO BY JOE MCSORLEY

LEAVEN PHOTO BY JOE MCSORLEY

LEAVEN PHOTO BY DOUG HESSE

LEAVEN PHOTO BY DOUG HESSELEAVEN PHOTO BY DOUG HESSE

LIGHTS, CAMERA, 
ACTION! ON 

KCK CAMPUS
Donnelly College is transformed into a TV studio for 
tapings of EWTN’s ‘Catholicism on Campus’ series

Donnelly College is among 
the entities that benefit 
from an archdiocesan youth 
formation assessment col-
lected through parishioners’ 
contributions at their par-
ishes. The assessment funds 
specific needs at Donnelly 
— divided between capital 
improvements and scholar-
ships — as well as outreach 
to youth in rural and urban 
areas and increased tuition 
assistance at all archdioce-
san high schools. 



By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
The future of humanity 
depends on safeguarding 
and sharing potable water 

around the world, Pope Francis said.
“I encourage, therefore, the inter-

national community to make sure 
the planet’s water is adequately pro-
tected and no one is excluded or dis-
criminated against” in the fair use 
of this resource, which is “the most 
essential element for life,” he said 
March 22 after reciting the Angelus 
with visitors gathered in St. Peter’s 
Square.

“The future of humanity depends 
on our ability to safeguard and 
share” clean water, the pope said, 
in marking World Water Day, an an-
nual United Nations celebration to 
promote sustainable water manage-
ment.

In his remarks before reciting the 
Angelus prayer, the pope said Catho-
lics can offer people three things: the 
Gospel, the crucifix and the example 
of living out their faith.

In the Gospel, “we can encounter 

Jesus, listen to him and know him,” 
he said, while the crucifix is the “sign 
of the love of Jesus, who gave him-
self for us.”

Catholics should also translate 
their faith into “simple gestures of 
brotherly love” and charity in which 
the most important thing is to prac-
tice what one professes; one’s faith 
and life, words and actions must be 
consistent.

About 50,000 free copies of a 
pocket-sized Gospel were distribut-
ed to those gathered in the square. 
The pope said he was offering peo-
ple the gift so that they could carry 
it with them wherever they went and 
“read it often.”

“The word of God is the light for 
our journey. It will do you good,” he 
said, adding that the many volun-
teers handing out the books includ-
ed hundreds of homeless people.

He said this, too, was a “beautiful 
gesture that is pleasing to Jesus: the 
poorest are those who give us the 
word of God.”

Meanwhile, a Vatican spokesper-
son said the pope had cut back his 
schedule for the week in order to 
finish working on his encyclical on 

ecology, saying it was the stage of “fi-
nal revision.”

Passionist Father Ciro Benedet-
tini said March 23 the pope had no 
meetings or major events planned 
from March 23 to March 28 except 
for the general audience March 25 
and morning Mass in the chapel of 
his residence.

During a news conference with 
journalists Jan. 15 onboard the papal 
plane from Sri Lanka to Manila, the 
pope had said he had sent a third 
draft of the encyclical to the Congre-
gation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
the Secretariat of State and the pa-
pal theologian for review “so that I 
would not say anything ‘foolish.’”

He said he received a thick pack-
et of their responses and that he 
planned to take an entire week in 
March “to complete it” with the 
hopes of finishing it by the end of 
the month.

Then if the translations go 
smoothly, he said, “it can come out in 
June or July,” enough time to “make a 
contribution” to the United Nations 
Climate Change Conference meet-
ing in Paris Nov. 11-Dec. 11.
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By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The 
papal almoner, an archbishop 
who distributes charitable aid 
from Pope Francis, planned a 

special afternoon for about 150 home-
less people: a walk through the Vatican 
Gardens, a visit to the Vatican Museums, 
private time in the Sistine Chapel and 
dinner in the museums’ cafeteria.

L’Osservatore Romano, the Vatican 
newspaper, reported March 24 that the 
special visit was organized by Arch-

bishop Konrad Krajewski, the same pa-
pal aide who came up with the idea of 
installing showers for homeless people 
near St. Peter’s Basilica and who re-
cruited barbers and hairdressers to do-
nate their services on Mondays.

“The artistic beauty of the Vatican can 
be admired also by the poor, who usu-
ally see just the steps of the colonnade” 
around St. Peter’s Square, the newspaper 
said.

For pilgrims and the homeless alike, 
the steps of the colonnade provide a 
place to rest out of the sun and rain.

The newspaper said Archbishop          

Krajewski’s guests March 26 will be di-
vided into three groups, each with a 
guide, and will enter the museums after 
a sightseeing stroll through the Vatican 
Gardens. The museums will close to the 
public 90 minutes early so that the spe-
cial guests will have the final part of the 
tour — the Sistine Chapel — to them-
selves.

Guides will explain the art and archi-
tecture of the chapel and a short prayer 
service will be celebrated, the paper 
said. “The whole group will be accom-
panied to the cafeteria where dinner will 
be served.”

By Laura Ieraci
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
Pope Francis came out 
squarely against the death 
penalty once again, calling 

it “unacceptable” regardless of the 
seriousness of the crime of the con-
demned.

Pope Francis met with a three-         
person delegation of the International 
Commission Against the Death Penal-

ty March 20, and 
issued a letter on 
the occasion urg-
ing worldwide 
abolition.

Citing his pre-
vious messages 
against the death 
penalty, the pope 
called capital 
punishment “cru-
el, inhumane and 
degrading” and 
said it “does not 
bring justice to 

the victims, but only foments revenge.”
Furthermore, in a modern “state of 

law, the death penalty represents a fail-
ure” because it obliges the state to kill 
in the name of justice, the pope said. 
Rather, it is a method frequently used 
by “totalitarian regimes and fanatical 
groups” to do away with “political dis-
sidents, minorities” and any other per-
son deemed a threat to their power and 
to their goals. 

“Human justice is imperfect,” he 
said, and the death penalty loses all le-
gitimacy within penal systems where 
judicial error is possible.

Increasingly, public opinion is 
against the death penalty, in view of 
the effective means available today to 
restrain a criminal without denying 
them the possibility to redeem them-
selves and of a “greater moral sensitiv-
ity regarding the value of human life,” 
Pope Francis said.

The death penalty is an affront to 
the sanctity of life and to the dignity 
of the human person, he said. It con-
tradicts God’s plan for humankind and 
society and God’s merciful justice, he 
added.

Capital punishment “is cruel, inhu-
man and degrading, as is the anxiety 
that precedes the moment of execution 
and the terrible wait between the sen-
tence and the application of the pun-
ishment, a ‘torture’ which, in the name 
of a just process, usually lasts many 
years and, in awaiting death, leads to 
sickness and insanity.”

The pope went on to say that the 
application of capital punishment de-
nies the condemned the possibility 
of making reparation for the wrong 
committed, of expressing their interi-
or conversion through confession, and 
expressing contrition, so as to encoun-
ter God’s merciful and saving love.

Speaking about life imprisonment, 
Pope Francis said such sentences 
makes it impossible for a prisoner to 
“project a future” and in that way can 
be considered a “disguised death” as 
it deprives prisoners not only of their 
freedom but also of their hope.

Future of humanity depends on 
protecting, sharing water, pope says
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Residents near Kramatorsk, Ukraine, carry empty buckets and bottles to have them filled with potable water June 19, 2014, after a shelling from 
fighting with pro-Russian separatists reportedly destroyed a water supply system.

Papal aide organizes Sistine Chapel tour for the homeless

Pope calls 
death penalty 

‘unacceptable,’ 
urges abolition

Pope Francis has 
called the death pen-
alty “unacceptable.”



REAL ESTATE
For sale - Beautiful Victorian former parish house 
with shop. Under $50,000. Historic Building on Main 
Street, and a two bedroom house with several lots. 
Priced very low. Must sell. Call (785) 244-6565.

For sale - 3 BR ranch, wonderfully maintained. One 
owner home with walkout, two-car garage and fantas-
tic backyard setting. 6815 Greeley Ave., Kansas City, 
Kansas. $117,500. MLS 1911621, virtual tour online at: 
www.jcsandershomes.com.

Branson getaway - Walk-in condo on Pointe 
Royale Golf Course. Sleeps six. Close to lakes and 
entertainment. Fully furnished. Pool and hot tub 
available. No cleaning fee. Nightly rates. Wi-Fi avail-
able. Discounts available. Call (913) 515-3044.

CAREGIVING
Caregiver - CNA home health care specialist pro-
vides TLC in the comfort of the client’s residence. 
Available 24 hours or part-time, affordable, excel-
lent references provided. Nonsmoker. Call (816) 
806-8104.

Caregiver - Caregiver with over 20 years experi-
ence wants to care for your loved ones. Energetic, 
strong and fun, can provide care and transportation 
for male or female. Excellent references. Call Vivian 
at (913) 292-4829.

Looking for high quality home care? - Whether 
you’re looking to introduce care for your family or 
simply looking to improve your current home care 
quality, we can help. Our unique approach to home 
care has earned us a 99% client satisfaction rating 
among the 1,000-plus families we have assisted. 
We are family-owned, with offices in Lenexa and 
Lawrence. Call Benefits of Home - Senior Care, 
Lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or Lawrence: (785) 727-1816 
or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, com-
panionship, care management, and transportation 
to the elderly and disabled in home, assisted living 
and nursing facilities. We also provide respite care 
for main caregivers needing some personal time. 
Call Daughters & Company at (913) 341-2500 and 
speak with Laurie, Debbie or Gary.

ROOMMATE
Roommate - Share my home in Olathe. Middle-aged 
Catholic female looking for Catholic female to share 
home and expenses. Quiet neighborhood, off street 
parking. Call after 6 p.m. (913) 782-1933.

FOR SALE
Residential lifts - Buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch 
lifts, ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new 
equipment. Member of St. Michael the Archangel 
Parish, Leawood. Call Silver Cross KC at (913) 327-
5557. 

WANTED TO BUY
Will buy firearms and related accessories - One 
or a whole collection. Honest evaluation and top 
prices paid. Contact Tom at (913) 238-2473. Mem-
ber of Sacred Heart Parish, Shawnee. 

Wanted to buy - Antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/

prints, pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
Renee Maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

MISCELLANEOUS
Our Lady of Hope. Catholics with an Anglican and 
Methodist heritage. Formal and friendly. Visitors 
welcome.  Mass Saturdays at 4 p.m., St. Therese 
Little Flower, 5814 Euclid, Kansas City, Mo. Fulfills 
Sunday obligation. Father Ernie Davis. Dr. Bruce 
Prince-Joseph, organist. For more information, 
send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or call (816) 
729-6776. 
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March
Church of the Holy Cross, 8311 
W. 93rd St., Overland Park, will 
host a soup and salad event start-
ing at 5 p.m. on March 27. The 

cost to attend is $5 for adults; $3 for chil-
dren ages 12 and under. Following dinner, 
there will be a musical on the Stations of 
the Cross beginning at 7 p.m., presented 
by Visitation Church. The cost to attend is 
a freewill offering. For more information, 
call Margi Foley at (913) 381-8145.

Volunteers are needed at Keeler Wom-
en’s Center, 2220 Central Ave., Kansas 
City, Kansas, to teach English for 90 min-
utes each week. Materials and training are 
provided. Training sessions are scheduled 
for March 27 from 9 - 11:30 a.m. or April 
22 from 6 - 8:30 p.m. To register or for 
more information, call Keeler Women’s 
Center at (913) 906-8990.

Women’s Day of Reflection, 
sponsored by the Daughters of 
Isabella, will be held March 28 
from 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the 

social room at Holy Trinity Church, 9150 
Pflumm Rd., Lenexa.  All women are invit-
ed to come be a part of this Lenten oppor-
tunity to grow deeper in prayer and reflec-
tion. The guest speaker is Martha Tonn, an 
instructor at School of Faith. The program 
begins with Mass at 8 a.m., followed by 
breakfast, prayer, a welcome and the pre-
sentation. It ends at 12:15 p.m. The cost to 
attend is $10 per person; $15 at the door. 
Checks can be made out to the Daughters 
of Isabella and mailed to: Pat Wineland, 
8914 Renee, Lenexa, KS 66215. For more 
information, call (913) 219-4731.

The Kansas City Catholic Women’s 
Workshop will be held March 28 from 9 
a.m. - noon at Savior Pastoral Center, 
12601 Parallel Pkwy., Kansas City, Kansas. 
Enliven your women’s group and start be-
ing active in the new evangelization now. 
For more information, visit the website 
at: www.eventbrite.com; send an email to 
Susan at: draftz@youngrembrandts.com; 
or call (913) 367-2227.

The St. Thomas Aquinas rugby team will 
host a mouse race fundraiser at 6:30 p.m. 
on March 28 at St. Thomas Aquinas High 
School, 11411 Pflumm Rd., Overland Park. 
The cost to attend is $30, which includes 
mouse money, as well as food and drinks. 

The Knights of Columbus of St. Patrick 
Church, 94th and State Ave., Kansas City, 
Kansas, will host ham bingo on March 28 
at 6 p.m. in the parish center. The cost to 
attend is $20, which includes three tacos, 
dessert and a bingo card. For more infor-
mation, call Fritz Vertz at (913) 515-0621. 

“Walking with Jesus to Calva-
ry,” a retreat to prepare for Holy 
Week, will be held March 28 - 29 
at Christ’s Peace House of Prayer, 

22131 Meagher Rd., Easton. The retreat will 
begin at 9 a.m. on Saturday and end at 4 p.m. 
on Sunday. There will be five conferences on 
the readings for Holy Week, eucharistic ado-
ration and Mass at the local parish. For more 
information, send an email to: info@christs 
peace.com or call (913) 773-8255.

A Passion Sunday Tenebrae ser-
vice will be held March 29 at 7 
p.m. at the Cathedral of St. Pe-
ter, 409 N. 15th St., Kansas City, 

Kansas. The candlelit service will feature 
the Tallis “Lamentations of Jeremiah” and 
the Allegri “Miserere,” sung by the vocal 
ensemble Sursum Corda under the direc-
tion of Kevin Vogt. There is no cost to at-
tend. All are welcome.

April
“Parenting with Love and Log-
ic,” a nine-week series for men 
and women, will be held from 
9:30 - 11 a.m. from April 1 - June 10 

at Keeler Women’s Center, 2220 Central 
Ave., Kansas City, Kansas. The presenter 
is Nona Boyd, parent educator. A limited 
number of child care spaces is available. 
Call (913) 906-8990 or register online at: 
www.keelerwomenscenter.org.

Experience the beautiful liturgies 
and the silence of the Benedic-
tine Sisters monastery, 801 
S. 8th St., Atchison, beginning 

with a Holy Thursday banquet on April 
2 and closing with Easter Mass and din-
ner. For more information or to regis-
ter, call (913) 360-6151 or visit Sophia 
Spirituality Center’s website at: www.                                                   
sophiaspiritualitycenter.

A Taize prayer will be held April 9 
at 7 p.m. in Annunciation Chapel 
in the motherhouse of the Sisters 
of Charity of Leavenworth, 4200 

S. 4th St., Leavenworth. For more infor-
mation, visit the website at: www.marillac 
center.org or call (913) 680-2342.

A spring polka dance, featuring 
the Brian McCarty Polka Band, 
will be held at 6:30 p.m. on April 
11 at the Knights of Columbus 

Hall, 5900 King St., Shawnee. Dance from 
7:30 - 11 p.m. The cost to attend is $10, 
which also includes snacks and refresh-
ments. For more information or to reserve 
a table, contact Dan Nicks at (913) 406-
8717.

The Curé of Ars Singles will host its annual 

spring fling dance on April 11 from 7:30 - 
11:30 p.m. in the school cafeteria, 9401 
Mission Rd., Leawood. The cost to attend 
is $20 at the door, which includes meat 
hors d’oeuvres, desserts, wine, beer, soda 
and bottled water. There is lighted parking 
behind the school. For more information, 
call (913) 631-6873.

A Secular Franciscan Order orienta-
tion is held each second Saturday of the 
month, except June and December. Learn 
more about formation, joy and service in 
the Secular Franciscan Order. The meet-
ings begin at 9 a.m. at Prince of Peace 
Church, 16000 W. 143rd St., Olathe, in 
the Marian Room. For more information, 
call Sherry McAuliffe at (913) 681-6824 or 
Nick Novello at (913) 709-3469.

Annunciation Parish, 213 E. 5th 
St., Frankfort, will host a pork 
chop dinner with all the fixings 
on April 12 from 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

The cost to attend is $10 for adults; $5 
for children ages 10 and under. Carryout 
meals will be available. Delivery will also 
be available in Frankfort by calling (785) 
292-4351 the day of the dinner, or (785) 
292-4462 during morning hours, Mon. 
- Fri. There will also be a country store, 
crafts and much more.

Prairie Star Ranch, 1124 Califor-
nia Rd., Williamsburg, will host its 
semi-annual family day on April 
19 from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Spend 

the day tackling the climbing tower, riding 
on horseback or casting in a line at one of 
two lakes while exploring woods, prairie 
land and waterfront. For details and reg-
istration information, visit the website at: 
www.archkck.org/ranch or call (785) 746-
5693.

Keeler Women’s Center, 2220 
Central Ave., Kansas City, Kan-
sas, is pairing families that need 
help providing a girl’s dress/veil 

or boy’s outfit with volunteers who would 
enjoy making the first Communion cere-
mony memorable for a child. If you need 
assistance or would like to help, call Patri-
cia Kowal at (913) 205-8788. Gently used 
items are also welcome.
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CALENDAR SUBMISSIONS
• Email submissions to: calendar@
theleaven.com
• Mail to: 12615 Parallel Pkwy., Kansas 
City, KS 66109, attn: calendar
• Calendar notices are due 10 days 
before the desired publication date.
• Calendar notices may only run two 
weeks before the event depending on 
space available. 

“We are a locally owned family funeral home. 
We are not restricted by out of town 

corporate policies. Our commitment is to the 
families we serve.”

FUNERAL HOME  •  CREMATORY  •  MEMORIAL CHAPELS  

10901 Johnson Drive
Shawnee, Kansas 66203
Telephone 913-631-5566

Fax 913-631-2236

www.amosfamily.comGregg Amos

Want to help someone heal 

from an abortion?

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504

EMPLOYMENT
Student recruitment/process manager - An edu-
cational ministry of the Archdiocese of Kansas City 
in Kansas is seeking an employee to manage student             
recruitment/processes for the new tax credit for low- in-
come students scholarship program. Applicants must be 
practicing Catholics in good standing, be able to speak 
authentically about Catholic education, have a bache-
lor’s degree and a minimum of five successful years of 
experience working with schools. The ideal candidate 
must be able to communicate effectively and compas-
sionately with a variety of constituencies to include fam-
ilies seeking scholarship assistance. The individual must 
be self-motivated and extremely organized. Applicants 
must demonstrate competency in Excel and database 
management skills. Interested individuals should email 
cover letter and resume to: tcl@archkck.org no later 
than noon on April 7.

Security - Savior Pastoral Center has an immediate 
opening for a night and weekend part-time security 
person. On-site lodging is provided as the individual 
is required to live at the center. Position is responsible 
for security, caretaking and light custodial duties. Ideal 
candidate will have some security/custodial experience. 
Work hours vary and average 15 - 20 hours per week.  
Mail cover letter, resume and application (available 
online at: http://www.archkck.org/jobs) to Human Re-
sources, Building Attendant Search, 12615 Parallel Park-
way, Kansas City, KS 66109, or send an email to: jobs@
archkck.org. A complete job description can be found 
online at: http://www.archkck.org/jobs. The deadline is 
March 31.

Finance and facilities manager - The St. Lawrence 
Catholic Campus Center is seeking to hire a finance and 
facilities manager. Responsibilities for this full-time posi-
tion include, but may not be limited to, the management 
of the center’s finances, information technology and hu-
man resources as well as oversight of the facilities and 
its grounds maintenance staff. Candidates should pos-
sess a thorough understanding of general accounting 
principles and practices, and a proficiency in Microsoft 
Office, including Word, Excel, and PowerPoint, and Quick-
en/QuickBooks. The ideal candidate will have a commit-
ment to the mission of the center, demonstrate a track 
record of career success and have the ability to work in-
dependently and meet guidelines. The candidate should 
also exhibit excellent verbal and written communication 
skills. Saint Lawrence is located in Lawrence and is the 
ministry to the Catholic community at the University of 
Kansas. Applicants are asked to submit their resumes by 
sending an email to: rdb@kucatholic.org. Initial review of 
applicants begins April 9.

Teacher assistant - Special Beginnings, Lenexa, is seek-
ing full- or part-time teacher assistants at all locations. 
We are looking for a teacher assistant candidate who 
has an excellent work ethic, heart for children, and a will-
ingness to learn more about early childhood education. 
Experience and/or education is a plus but we will train 
the right candidate. Teacher assistants will work with 
the lead teacher to care for and educate the children. 
Primary responsibilities include assisting the lead teach-
er with: care and supervision of children, lesson plan 
implementation, parent communication, cleanliness and 
organization of classroom. Starting hourly pay ranges 
based on experience and education. Pay increases are 
based on job performance. Opportunities for advance-
ment are available as the company prefers to promote 
from within. Apply by sending an email to chris@special 
beginningsonline.com or in person at 10216 Pflumm Rd., 
Lenexa, KS 66215.

Preschool director - St. Michael the Archangel Parish, 
Leawood, is accepting applications for a preschool di-
rector. Applicants must have prior teaching and director 
level experience, a bachelor’s degree in early childhood 
education or a bachelor’s degree with an emphasis in 
early childhood education. Must be self-directed, have 
strong organizational and interpersonal skills and be 
able to meet the state requirements for director of a 
100+ child preschool. Must be a practicing Catholic. A 
complete job description, application and benefits in-
formation are available online at: www.stmichaelcp.
org. Qualified applicants should submit a cover letter 
and resume by email to: lisa.ragan@stmichaelcp.org or 
mail to: St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Attn: Human 
Resources, 14251 Nall Ave., Leawood, KS 66223.  

Language arts teacher - Archbishop O’Hara High School is 
seeking a certified 9th- to 12th-grade language arts teach-
er for the 2015-2016 academic year. The ideal candidate 
will demonstrate commitment to Catholic doctrine, pos-
sess a Missouri teaching certificate or be working toward 
certification, hold a bachelor’s or master’s degree, be well 
rounded in the field of language arts, and have high school 
teaching experience. Candidates should also be willing to 
take on extra duties outside the classroom. Applications 
may be made online at: http://app.hireology.com/s/37697. 

Spanish teacher - Archbishop O’Hara High School is 
seeking a certified 9th- to 12th-grade Spanish teacher 
for the 2015-2016 academic year. The ideal candidate 
will demonstrate commitment to Catholic doctrine, 
possess a Missouri teaching certificate or be working to-
ward certification, hold a bachelor’s or master’s degree, 
be well rounded in the field of Spanish, and have high 
school teaching experience. Candidates should also be 
willing to take on extra duties outside the classroom. Ap-
plications may be made online at: http://app.hireology.
com/s/37698.

Drivers - Special Beginnings Early Learning Center is 
seeking part-time drivers for its school-age program 
located in Lenexa. Candidates must be able to drive a 
13-passenger minibus, similar to a 15-passenger van. 
CDL not required, but must have an excellent driving 
record. Candidates would pick up children from area 
schools and then work directly with them when arriv-
ing back at the center. Experience preferred. Must have 
strong work ethic and the ability to work with children. 
Insurance provided. Background check will be conduct-
ed. Great opportunity for retired persons or those seek-
ing a second job. Job responsibilities include: ensuring 
safety and well-being of children who are being trans-
ported at all times, including loading and unloading. 
Driving short, round-trip routes to elementary schools in 
Lenexa/Olathe area. Summer only: Driving short, round- 
trip routes to two Lenexa city pools. Maintaining mileage 
log. Keeping interior of vehicle clean. Apply by sending 
an email to chris@specialbeginningsonline.com or in 
person at 10216 Pflumm Rd., Lenexa KS 66215.

Director of development - Archbishop O’Hara High 
School is seeking a director of development for the 
2015-2016 academic year. The ideal candidate will 
demonstrate commitment to Catholic doctrine; over-
see the design, implementation, and execution of all 
fundraising and development activities; and have devel-
opment experience in a high school or college setting. 
Candidates should also be willing to take on extra du-
ties. Applications may be made online at: http://app.                                  
hireology.com/s/37702.

English instructor/assistant professor - Donnelly Col-
lege, located in the heart of Kansas City, Kansas, is an 
independent, coeducational, Catholic institution found-
ed by the Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. Scholastica 
and sponsored by the Archdiocese of Kansas City in 
Kansas. It has an opening for a full-time English instruc-
tor. For a complete job description, visit the website at:                 
www.donnelly.edu/about/careers.cfm. To apply for this 
position, please email your cover letter, resume and 
transcripts to: hr@donnelly.edu with English instructor 
in the subject line. No phone calls please.

Campus ministry director - Rockhurst University is 
seeking a dynamic leader for the director position in 
campus ministry. The director serves as the leader of 
the programs, services and events of campus ministry 
within the context of the university that is Catholic and 
Jesuit. This person must have a minimum of a master’s 
degree (ideally in divinity, theology, pastoral ministry or 
related field) along with excellent knowledge and expe-
rience working with Roman Catholic liturgy, theology, 
church doctrines and teachings, Ignatian spirituality/
discernment/exercises, and ecumenical programming 
principles. For a complete job description, please visit 
the website at: www.rockhurst.edu.  

Pre-kindergarten lead teachers - St. Patrick Early 
Education Center, Kansas City, Kansas, has a part-time 
lead teacher position open for the 2015-16 school year. 
The positions available are for 3-year-olds and 4-year-
olds pre-kindergarten classrooms. Qualified candidates 
must be Catholic, have prior teaching experience, and a 
degree in early childhood, child development or elemen-
tary education. Send an email with resume and contact 
information to: stpatrickeec@archkckcs.org or call (913) 
299-3051.

Director of theological studies - The St. Lawrence In-
stitute for Faith and Culture invites applications for di-
rector of theological studies. The successful candidate 
will teach a broad range of introductory courses, as well 
as elective courses in theology, to students at the Uni-
versity of Kansas. While the position is for a generalist, 
we welcome those conversant in the work of Aquinas. 
Applicants should hold at least an MA in theology but a 
Ph.D. in theology, STD, or equivalent (ABD considered) 
is preferred. The Saint Lawrence Institute for Faith and 
Culture also provides formational and educational op-
portunities for Catholic faculty and staff at KU. For in-
formation, visit the website at: www.kucatholic.org/em 
ployment.html. Qualified applicants should send a cover 
letter, CV, a statement of teaching excellence and three 
letters of recommendation to: Patrick Callahan, Dean of 
Humanities, St. Lawrence Institute for Faith and Culture, 
1631 Crescent Rd., Lawrence, KS 66044. Applicants are 
encouraged to submit materials by email to: pcallahan@
kucatholic.org. Deadline for applications is March 16.

Sales professionals - We respect your many years of 
experience; we value and need your wisdom. We only 
ask if you are “coachable”? If so, Catholic Cemeteries of 
Northeast Kansas has openings for sales trainees in our 
Johnson, Shawnee and Wyandotte County area cemeter-
ies. An excellent earning of $40K to $50K+ in commission 
is legitimate income potential for the first year. Training 
allowance your first 30 days, then draw + commission 
with bonus opportunities. Med, life, dental, optical, pre-
scription, 401(k) plans, etc., are some of the many perks 
our employees receive. Excellent opportunities for women 
and men interested in sales career and in helping people. 
Advancement opportunities are available for hard-work-
ing and focused individuals. Must be willing to work some 
evenings and weekends when our client families are avail-
able to see us in their homes. Once you learn our formula 
for success, your schedule is determined by you. Please 
email your resume and contact information to: mcrahan@
cathcemks.org or fax to (913) 353-1413.

Drivers needed - Medi Coach Transportation is looking for 
caring and reliable drivers for nonemergency transporta-
tion. CDL is not required. Contact Jeff at (913) 825-1921.

Coach - Archbishop O’Hara High School is accepting ap-
plications for all athletic varsity coaching positions for 
the 2015-2016 academic year. The ideal candidate will 
demonstrate commitment to Catholic doctrine, possess 
a Missouri Teaching Certificate or be working toward 
certification, and be knowledgeable in the sport.   Ap-
plications may be made online at: http://app.hireology.
com/s/37699.

Guidance counselor - Archbishop O’Hara High School is 
seeking a certified guidance counselor for the 2015-2016 
academic year. The ideal candidate will demonstrate 
commitment to Catholic doctrine, possess Missouri cer-
tification in counseling or be working toward certifica-
tion, hold a bachelor’s or master’s degree, and have high 
school counseling experience. Candidates should also 
be willing to take on extra duties. Applications may be 
made online at: http://app.hireology.com/s/37701.

Accounting assistant - Part-time accounting assistant 
with 3-5 years bookkeeping or accounting experience. 
24-32 hours per week in south Overland Park location. 
Professional work environment. Responsibilities include 
A/P, payroll, account reconciliation and related account-
ing support duties. Must be proficient with Outlook and 
Excel and have attention to detail. For more information, 
visit the website at: www.affinis.us. For consideration, 
send resume with salary history by email to: recruiting@
affinis.us, or call (913) 239-1121.

SERVICES
Complete plumbing and bath

Master plumber for your entire home. Painting, tile 
install, bath remodeling. Onyx Collection Distributor.

Serving Johnson County for 20 years.
Member Ascension Parish; call Mike at (913) 488-4930.

Agua Fina Irrigation and Landscape 
The one-stop location for your project! 

Landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
Cleanup and grading services 

It’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

Visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
Call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

Bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experi-
enced Catholic attorney, Teresa Kidd. For a free consul-
tation, call (913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@
kc.rr.com; or visit the website at: www.teresakiddlaw 
yer.com. We moved! Come check out our new office 
in Lenexa. Please do not wait until life seems hopeless 
before getting good quality legal advice that may solve 
your financial stress.

Cleaning lady - Reasonable rates; references provided. 
Call (913) 940-2959.

Brick mason - Brick, stone, tile and flat work. 19 years 
of residential/commercial experience. FREE QUOTES - KC
metro area. Small and large jobs accepted. Call Jim at 
(913) 485-4307. www.facebook.com/faganmasonry.

CLUTTER GETTING YOU DOWN? Organize, fix, assem-
ble, install! “Kevin Of All Trades” your professional orga-
nizer and “HONEY-DO-LIST” specialist. Call today for a 
free consultation at (913) 271-5055. Insured. References. 
Visit our website at: www.KOATINDUSTRIES.com.

Housecleaning - Old-fashioned cleaning, hand mop- 
ping, etc. A thorough and consistent job every time. 
References from customers I’ve served for over 17 years. 
Call Sharon at (816) 322-0006 (home) or (816) 801-0901 
(mobile). Serving the 913 area code area.

Quilted Memories  - Your Kansas City Longarm Shop 
- Nolting Longarm Machines, quilting supplies and ma-
chine quilting services. We specialize in memorial quilts 
- Custom designed memory quilts from your T-shirt 
collections, photos, baby clothes, college memorabilia, 
etc., neckties etc. For information or to schedule a free 
consultation, call (913) 649-2704. Visit the website at: 
www.quiltedmemoriesllc.com.

Mike Hammer local moving - A full-service mover. 
Packing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage con-
tainer load/unload, and in-home moving. No job too 
small. Serving JoCo since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, 
parishioner. Call Mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email 
to: mike@mikehammermoving.com. 

Tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and 
beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. 
Free consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. 
Cristofer Estrada, Green Solutions of KC, (913) 378-5872. 
www.GreenSolutionsKC.com.

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. Replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. Over 32 years of experience. 
Call (913) 227-4902.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. Don’t move — re-
model! Johnson County area. Call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

Last year was a great year, thank you to all my cus-
tomers! Spring is around the corner and we do decks, 
windows, doors, house painting (interior and exterior), 
wood rot, deck staining and siding. You name it, we can 
do it. No job too big or small, just give us a call. Insured.  
Call Josh at (913) 709-7230.

House painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

Power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. References. Reasonable rates. 

Call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

Local handyman and lawn care - Water heaters, gar-
bage disposals, toilets, faucets, painting, power wash-
ing,doors, storm doors, gutter cleaning, wood rot, mow-
ing, carpet, roofing, etc. Member of Holy Angels Parish. 
Basehor. Call Billy at (913) 927-4118. 

Lawn/Landscaping - Mowing, mulch, dirt work, sod, 
tree trimming, landscape rock, gutter cleaning, and 
power washing. Mention this ad for special pricing. Call 
(816) 509-0224.

Custom countertops - Laminates installed within 5 
days. Cambria, granite, and solid surface. Competitive 
prices, dependable work. Call the Top Shop, Inc., at (913) 
962-5058. Members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

NELSON CREATIONS L.L.C.
Home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. Licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and Diane Nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

The Drywall Doctor, Inc. - A unique solution to your dry-
wall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall damage 
— from water stains and stress cracks to texture repairs 
and skim coating. We provide professional, timely repairs 
and leave the job site clean! Lead-certified and insured! 
Serving the metro since 1997. Call (913) 768-6655. 

Adept Home Improvements
Where quality still counts!

Basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

Electrical and plumbing,
Licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

STA (Sure Thing Always) Home Repair - Basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. Email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. Member of 
Holy Trinity, Lenexa.

HARCO Exteriors LLC
Your Kansas City fencing specialists

Family owned and operated
(913) 815-4817

www.harcoexteriorsllc.com

Swalms Organizing - Downsizing - Clean Out Service.  
Reduce clutter - Any space organized.  Shelving built on 
site. Items hauled for recycling and donations.  20 years 
exp, insured.  Call Tillar: (913) 375-9115. WWW.SWALMS 
ORGANIZING.COM.

EL SOL Y LA  TIERRA
*Commercial & residential 

* Lawn renovation *Mowing
* Clean-up and hauling

* Dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design

* Free estimates
Hablamos y escribimos Ingles!!

Call Lupe at (913) 515-0621

Concrete construction - Tear out and replace 
stamped, stained or colored patios and drives. Retaining 
walls, footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation 
and hauling. Asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; refer-

ences. Call Dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email to: 
dandeeconst@aol.com.

REAL ESTATE
Wanted to buy - I NEED HOUSES! I buy them as is, with no 
repairs. You can even leave behind what you don’t want. We 
buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. All sales are 
cash with no strings attached. Please call Mark Edmondson 
at (913) 980-4905. Holy Trinity Parish member.     

For sale by owner - 2 BR condo near Queen of the Holy 
Rosary Church, Overland Park, with 2 handicap-equipped 
baths. Wheelchair ramp from parking to entrance. Includes 
fireplace, hardwood floors, and car port. Thermo windows 
throughout. Also newer refrigerator, dishwasher, micro-
wave, washer and dryer, plus high efficiency furnace and air 
conditioner. 2015 Johnson County appraisal increased 8%+ 
over 2014. Did I mention it is first floor, pool side?  Hurry! 
Qualified buyers, call Ray for appointment at (913) 381-7494. 
Priced at $107,950.

For sale - Near Christ the King Parish. 3 BR ranch. Wonder-
fully maintained. One owner home with walkout, 2 car ga-
rage and fantastic backyard setting. 6815 Greeley Ave., Kan-
sas City, Kansas. $117,500. MLS 1911621. Virtual tour online 
at: www.jcsandershomes.com. Call JC at (816) 582-7155.

>> Classifieds continue on page 13
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YOUTUBE
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user/theleavenkc
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anita@theleaven.com

CALENDAR NOTICES
calendar@theleaven.com

ANNIVERSARY NOTICES
todd@theleaven.com

EAGLE SCOUTS
todd@theleaven.com

ADVERTISING
julie@theleaven.com

People will sometimes 
hike to the bottom of 
the Grand Canyon. It 
is a difficult and long 

journey. It is also possible 
to ride on a mule. That may 
not be the most glamorous 
way to travel, but I suppose it 
would be more comfortable. 

All four Gospels report 
that Jesus entered the city of 
Jerusalem shortly before he 
died while riding on a colt, 
a young donkey. This Sun-
day you will hear either the 
account from Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 
12:12-16. 

Most of the pilgrims 
entering the city would do 
so on foot. For Jesus to ride 
in on a donkey set him apart 
from the others. We might 
think of a donkey as a humble 
means of transportation but, 
at the time of Jesus, it was not 
considered as such. Instead, it 
would have been thought to 

be worthy of a king. 
That may perhaps be 

exactly what Jesus and his 
disciples had in mind in 
arranging for Jesus to ride in 
on a donkey. They wished 
to present Jesus as the king 
entering in triumph into the 
city. That would explain why 
Jesus had foreknowledge of 
where to find the animal, and 
his instructions to the two 
disciples on how to obtain 

it. He appears to have made 
previous arrangements with 
the owner (Mk 11:1-3).

If questioned about why 
they are taking the animal, 
the two disciples are to reply, 
“The master has need of it.” 
We might ask: Who is the 
master in their answer? 

There are a couple of pos-
sibilities. The “master” might 
refer to Jesus, the master of 
the two disciples. After all, 
he obviously has need of it. 
On the other hand, “master” 
might mean the owner of the 
donkey, its master. If Jesus 
had made previous arrange-
ments with the owner, that 
also would make sense. 

There is another possi-
bility. Jesus has not made 
any arrangement with the 
owner. Instead, as king, he is 
commandeering the animal 
because he has the authority 
to do so. He is the master. 

That interpretation would 
reinforce the notion that he is 
the king, triumphantly enter-
ing his capital city.

Jesus rides into Jerusalem, 
amid shouts of “Hosanna” 
from the crowd. Does that 
mean that the people are 
acclaiming him as king? Or, 
instead, are they merely 
welcoming him to the city, 
along with the many other 
pilgrims who are visiting? Are 
they directing their words 
specifically to Jesus, or are 
those words part of a gener-
al greeting? Do they realize 
the full impact of the words 
that they are shouting, or is 
it only in retrospect that they 
understand the importance of 
their greeting, that they are 
acclaiming the king?  

After all, even the disciples 
did not fully understand (Jn 
12: 16).

Well, we’re in the 
midst of March 
Madness. For 
me, admittedly 

a marginal sports fan, the real 
madness seems to be how 
seriously people take these 
games. Scads of newsprint 
and valuable minutes of TV 
news have been spent lament-
ing the terrible showing of the 
Big 12 in the tournament and 
how embarrassing it is. My 
question is: to whom? And 
my second thought is: If this 
is how people judge me or 
the schools these basketball 
teams play for, that’s pretty 
shallow.

When all is said and done, 
these are just college kids 
playing a game. And even 
if bragging rights and big 
money are on the line for 
the winners, should it really 
matter this much? I know 
there are probably some 
people who could name the 
national basketball champs 
from the past five years in 
the NCAA tournament, but 
usually it’s forgotten by most 
of the nation as soon as that 
final buzzer sounds. It may 
sound harsh, but this seems 
like much ado about nothing 
particularly important or 
lasting.

Now, don’t get me wrong. 
I do enjoy watching sports. 
But maybe in the tendency 
to glorify only the winners, 
we’ve forgotten what sports is 

really all about. 
There are, however, some 

great teachers out there on 
this topic, and they come 
from Vanguard College 
Preparatory School in Waco, 
Texas. There’s a three-min-
ute video that’s gone viral 
recently . . . and it should. The 
clip comes from an “On the 
Road with Steve Hartman” 
segment of the “CBS Evening 
News,” which aired on Feb. 
27. Hartman interviewed two 
Vanguard Vikings basketball 
players who refused to play 
against the Gainesville, Texas, 
Tornadoes — a team from a 
juvenile correction facility.

Now, the Vanguard players 
were not afraid of the juvenile 
felony offenders on the Tor-
nadoes team, nor were they 
judging them. These Van-
guard players simply didn’t 
want to play a team with no 
fans. One of the Tornadoes 
players estimated that its 

fan base was “close to zero.” 
That’s because their potential 
fans — their fellow offend-
ers — can’t leave the facility, 
and parents of the offenders 
usually don’t have the time.

So, these two Vanguard 
players — Hudson Bradley 
and Ben Martinson — decid-
ed to do something. Hudson 
summed up the situation by 
saying that playing a team with 
no fans would be “weird, not 
right.” Ben added, “No one 
likes playing in an empty gym.”

 This led Hudson and Ben 
to ask half of their Vikings 
fans for a favor during their 
home game: Cheer instead 
for the Tornadoes. Let me 
tell you, these fans didn’t just 
cheer. They made posters and 
even provided cheerleaders 
for the visiting Tornadoes. 
As the visitors came onto 
the court, they were met by 
a gauntlet of high-fiving fans. 
The players, who had no idea 
what was going on, looked 
stunned.

During the game, every 
good play of the Tornadoes 
and every basket were met 
with applause and cheers and 
fans jumping to their feet. In 
fact, by the end of the game, 
the whole Vikings gym was 
cheering for the opponents . . 
. and Ben and Hudson could 
not have been happier.

During the interview, Hart-
man remarked, “This is not 
what I’ve ever seen sports be.”

Hudson replied, “I think 
in a way, this is kind of how 
sports should be.” 

He went on to comment 
about the real impact that 
encouragement and support 
can make for anyone. We all 
need someone to believe in 
us, he added, someone who 
knows our mistakes and loves 
us anyway.

This incredible display of 
sportsmanship was not lost 
on the young offenders.

One said, “When I’m an 
old man, I’ll still be thinking 
about this.”

A second commented, “I’m 
probably gonna remember 
this for the rest of my life.”

I’ve watched this video a 
number of times and still get 
tears in my eyes. If you need 
a glimpse of how selfless and 
compassionate people can be, 
check out the clip for your-
self. Head to YouTube and 
search for “high school bas-
ketball unlikely support.” The 
Vanguard players, students 
and fans will show you what 
true winners look like.

Incidentally, you’re proba-
bly wondering who eventual-
ly won that basketball game 
between the Vikings and the 
Tornadoes. I’ll close with 
the final line of that “On the 
Road” segment:

“As for who won the 
game? Obviously they (the 
players) didn’t care — so 
why should we?”
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FATHER 
MARK GOLDASICH
Father Mark Goldasich is the pastor of 
Sacred Heart Parish in Tonganoxie. He 
has been editor of The Leaven since 1989.

MARK MY WORDS

Humble donkey found worthy of a king

FATHER MIKE STUBBS
Father Mike Stubbs is the pastor of 
Holy Cross Parish in Overland Park and 
has a degree in Scripture from Harvard 
University.

IN THE BEGINNING

SCRIPTURE READINGS

HOLY WEEK

March 29
PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION 
OF THE LORD
Mk 11: 1-10
Is 50: 4-7
Ps 22: 8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24
Phil 2: 6-11
Mk 14:1 – 15:47a

March 30
Monday of Holy Week
Is 42: 1-7
Ps 27: 1-3, 13-14
Jn 12: 1-11

March 31
Tuesday of Holy Week
Is 49: 1-6
Ps 71: 1-4a, 5-6b, 15, 17
Jn 13: 21-33, 36-38

April 1
Wednesday of Holy Week
Is 50: 4-9a
Ps 69: 8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34
Mt 26: 14-25

April 2
HOLY THURSDAY OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Ex 12: 1-8, 11-14
Ps 116: 12-13, 15-16c, 17-18
1 Cor 11: 23-26
Jn 13: 1-15

April 3
FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
(Good Friday)
Is 52:13 – 53:12
Ps 31: 2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25
Heb 4: 14-16; 5: 7-9
Jn 18:1 – 19:42

April 4
THE EASTER VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT
Gn 1:1 – 2:2; Ex 14:15 – 15:1; Is 55: 1-11
Rom 6: 3-11
Ps 118: 1-2, 16ab-17, 22-23
Mt 16: 1-7

POPE FRANCIS
The church “is the house of Jesus,” and 

Christians must welcome everyone, even bring-
ing those who are unable to make their way on 
their own, said Pope Francis at morning Mass 
March 17. People who are sad or “sick in their 
soul” or who have “made many mistakes in their 
lives” may, at a certain point, feel the Holy Spirit 

inspire them to go to church, the pope said. But, 
after mustering up the courage to go, they will 
often find unwelcoming and judgmental Chris-
tian communities with their “doors closed” to 
them. Mimicking unwelcoming parishioners, 
Pope Francis said they tell people, “You made 
a mistake here and you cannot [enter]. If you 
would like to come, come to Sunday Mass, but 
stay there, don’t do more.” In this way, “that 

which the Holy Spirit does in people’s hearts, 
Christians — with a psychology of doctors of 
the law — then destroy,” the pope said at the 
Mass in the Domus Sanctae Marthae. “Who are 
you to close the door of your heart to a man, to 
a woman who has the will to improve, to reen-
ter the people of God because the Holy Spirit 
stirred their heart?” he said.

— CNS

How to get schooled in sportsmanship
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When the 
kids get 
older, 

I’m going to volun-
teer more. 

If I can just get that pro-
motion, I’ll be set and my 
schedule will be much more 
flexible, then I’ll volunteer. 
A couple more years, and 
I’ll have my company right 
where I need it, then I’ll 
volunteer. 

Sound familiar? For me, it 
was my career. Each promo-
tion just whetted my appe-
tite for the next one. We all 
have reasons for putting off 
what our hearts are pulling 

us toward. 
Webster defines a volun-

teer as a person who does 
something for other people 
without being forced or 
paid to do it. At Catholic 
Charities, we define them as 
angels from heaven. Simply 
put, our volunteers enable 

Catholic Charities to do 
what we do. Without them, 
our ministry would reach 
far fewer people in need. We 
would be far less efficient, 
and each dollar donated 
wouldn’t stretch nearly as 
far. 

More than 1,200 volun-
teers enter the doors of 
Catholic Charities of North-
east Kansas each month to 
support our mission. They 
comfort the dying and their 
families through our Angel 
Vigil program. They stock 
the shelves at one of our 
food pantries. They raise 
funds and sell tables for our 
annual Snow Ball. They sort 
through clothing dona-
tions and pick up furniture 

for our TurnStyles Thrift 
Store. They serve dinner at 
our Shalom House. They 
organize and supervise food 
drives. They help families 
complete their income tax 
returns. They visit the lone-
ly. They perform household 
tasks that enable the elderly 
to remain in their homes. 
They greet those in need as 
they enter our Emergency 
Assistance Centers. They 
address and stuff envelopes. 
They do computer work. 
They arrange apartments 
for refugees just entering 
the country. The list literally 
goes on and on. 

As important as our 
volunteers are to Catholic 
Charities, they would tell 

you that Catholic Chari-
ties is equally important to 
them. Volunteering at Cath-
olic Charities affords them 
the opportunity to experi-
ence firsthand the joy of the 
Gospel. They are an integral 
part of animating the Gospel 
by putting the love of Christ 
Jesus into action. 

In other words, Catholic 
Charities can also be a form 
of ministry to those who 
serve here. This Lenten 
season, volunteer your time 
and talent. You will be glad 
you did. 

“Do not neglect to do good 
and to share what you have; 
God is pleased by sacrifices 
of that kind” (Heb 13:16).

Volunteers enable Charities to ‘do what we do’

More than a Band-Aid, Catholic education is actually the cure

Spring break 
has just ended 
and we can see 

the finish line for 
this school year. 

I am excited to let you 
know that, back by popular 
demand, is my two-part 
series. I can tell you are on 
the edge of your seats with 
much anticipation!

Per your request, I am re-
sponding to your question: 
“Why should I support the 
Catholic Education Founda-
tion?” It is a fair question. 
In our world today, where 
we all get pulled in many 
directions, I am glad that 
you asked and am happy to 
respond.

To answer your question, 
I have gone to the streets 
and have interviewed sever-
al CEF supporters. No, this 
is not a reality series, but it 
is real!

Last week, I was with a 
family of multiple siblings 
who all contribute to CEF.  

They advised: 
“Your organization helps 

families who need assis-
tance to send their kids to 
Catholic schools. That is a 
very cool thing.” 

“The families you help 
are not looking for a free 
lunch as they contribute 
what they can. We under-
stand that they have to 
stretch their $24,000 annual 
income to provide the best 
that they can for their fam-
ilies but, at the end of the 
day, something has to give. 
There are just not enough 
dollars left. That is where 
we come in, and we are glad 
to assist.”

 “We as a family have 
been blessed. It is our 
obligation and pleasure 
to give these children the 

life-changing experience 
they deserve, that is, a Cath-
olic school education!”

I am still on the streets 
with another individual: “If 
we don’t help these families, 
who is going to help them? 
The Catholic schools were 
an important part of my life 
and are the foundation for 
the person that I am today. 
We have to give your CEF 
kids the same life-changing 
experience.”

And another: “In our 
crazy world today, children 
need all the help they can 
get to make the right de-
cisions in their daily lives. 
What better help than to get 
an education with a Catholic 
focus?”

And lastly, from me, 
still standing on the street 

corner: “You should sup-
port the Catholic Education 
Foundation because doing 
so changes young lives. We 
are giving kids the chance to 
eradicate the cycle of pov-
erty they are experiencing. 
CEF is not just a Band-Aid; 
it is the means to an end. 
It is the medicine that can 
cure the problem! Giving 
families a Catholic edu-
cation opportunity is also 
good for our schools and 
ultimately it is good for our 
church.”

I am getting tired holding 
the microphone up, so I am 
signing off. Look forward 
to the second part of this 
series in April. 

Thank you for caring 
about our CEF kids!!!

KEN WILLIAMS
Ken Williams is the executive director 
of Catholic Charities.

INSIDE CATHOLIC CHARITIES

MICHAEL MORRISEY
Michael Morrisey is the executive 
director of the Catholic Education 
Foundation. You can reach him at 
(913) 647-0383 or send an email to 
him at: mmorrisey@archkck.org. 

CEF CENTERED

Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555

Want to help someone heal 
from an abortion?

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504
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By Marc and Julie Anderson
Special to The Leaven

M
A RY S V I L L E 
— Flowers. 
Animals. Wed-
dings. Sunsets. 
Early morning 
fog. You name 
it, and Dr. Fer-

nando Ugarte, a member of St. Gregory 
Parish here, has photographed it. 

Yet, his favorite subjects are church-
es. To date, he has photographed at 
least 400 different Catholic church-
es around the world — from Axtell to 
Venice — and almost everywhere in 
between. And when on vacation with 
his wife Nina, it’s not unusual for him 
to shoot more than 5,000 photos in just 
one week. 

Ugarte is one of the photographers 
The Leaven 
relies on to 
cover events 
throughout 
the arch-
d i o c e s e ’ s 
12,000-plus 
s q u a r e 
miles, and 
his journey 
to serving 
the arch-
d i o c e s e 

through the gift of his photography was 
an unusual one.

By profession, Ugarte is a surgeon 
practicing in a city of about 3,000 locat-
ed in Marshall County, just a few miles 
from the Kansas-Nebraska border. After 
training at the University of Chicago in 
the 1970s, Ugarte began residency in 
upstate New York. That’s when he dis-
covered cameras for the second time in 
his life.

Born in Lima, Peru, Ugarte said he 
often recalls seeing American tourists 
throughout the city. They were easily 
identified by one distinguishing fea-
ture: They all had cameras around their 
necks. While he was never jealous of 
them, Ugarte often wished he could 
have a camera, too. Eventually, he got 
his wish.

While completing his medical train-
ing, Ugarte noticed many surgeons used 
Instamatic cameras to document their 
cases. So he bought his first camera — 
an Instamatic — and began his now life-
long obsession with cameras and pho-
tography. 

Since then, Ugarte has owned at least 
two dozen different types of cameras 
and shot thousands and thousands of 
photographs on a wide variety of sub-
jects. But his favorite subject remains 
Catholic churches.

“I love churches,” he said. “They’re 
always open, and they’re free.”

Ugarte has traveled to some of the 
world’s greatest churches, including St. 
Peter’s Basilica in Rome, often losing 
track of time as he spends hours captur-
ing hundreds of images of a single thing 
— a crucifix, for example — from var-
ious angles, using different lenses and 
trying different lighting effects. 

The critical eye necessary for him to 
be a good surgeon has also translated 
into some outstanding photos for Ugar-
te, earning him recognition and awards 
at both local and national levels. Yet, it’s 
not the recognition or awards that he 
enjoys most about photography. Rath-
er, it’s finding the beauty of a particular 
subject matter.

Years ago, Ugarte said a book trans-
formed the way he looked at ordinary 
objects. Titled “The Art of Seeing: A 
Creative Approach to Photography,” 
and published by Kodak, the book dis-
cusses composition, color, perspective 
and other such photographic elements. 
In other words, he said, the book dis-
cusses how appreciating the ordinary 
can transform the ordinary into ex-
traordinary. 

“I always try to get something dif-
ferent,” he said. “You have to find the 
beauty in what you see,” adding that 
people can drive by a house and see just 
a house, but he sees something different 
— architectural design, lines or colors 
arranged in a unique way.

It’s that critical eye that led him to 
his passion for a unique feature in all 
Catholic churches — the Stations of the 
Cross. 

Ugarte’s favorite Station is the sixth, 
when Veronica wipes the face of Jesus. 
From a purely human standpoint, Ugar-
te said, he likes it because he once took 

a picture of that particular Station that 
later came back to him in the form of a 
postcard — a fact which not only sur-
prised him, but thrilled him at the same 
time. 

From a spiritual aspect, though, 
Ugarte is drawn to the Stations of the 
Cross as it draws him closer to Jesus.

“I love the Stations of the Cross,” said 
Ugarte. “Each Station tells a different 
part of the story of Jesus’ suffering and 
death.” 

Ugarte’s life as a surgeon has at-
tuned him to human suffering, but he 
and his wife of more than 40 years are 
no strangers to personal tragedy either. 
Unable to have a child biologically, the 
two underwent testing and treatment. 
When all medical possibilities had been 
explored, the couple adopted a son, Di-
ego. 

In the early morning hours of Jan. 1, 
2002, while riding home from a colle-
giate bowl game with a friend, Diego 
was thrown from the car in a rollover 
accident and died. He was just 20 years 
old.

“To this day, I try to find an explana-
tion. Why did it happen?” asks Ugarte. 
“We don’t have the answer, and we’ll 
never have the answer.” 

That day, Ugarte said, changed his 
life forever. Although he was a lifelong 
Catholic, he readily admits he didn’t 
always live for the Lord. Nowadays 

though, he starts every morning the 
same way — visiting Diego’s grave.

“I think. I pray,” he said, adding that 
he only misses the early morning time 
at the grave when he’s out of town.

After his time in prayer, Ugarte heads 
to the office and begins his day of see-
ing patients and treating their aches and 
pains, spending time in surgery and in 
pre- and postoperative appointments. 
At the end of the day, he heads home 
and takes his camera out, always on the 
lookout for something new or different.

“The other day, it was very foggy,” 
he said. “So, I got my camera and took 
photographs of houses and buildings in 
the fog.”

Photography, for him, has become his 
stress reliever. But in many ways, it has 
become a way for him to pray as well. 

And that’s what eventually led him to 
The Leaven.

More than 10 years ago, he called 
managing editor Anita McSorley and 
asked to meet The Leaven staff. He had 
been admiring the newspaper’s work 
for some time, he said, and he thought 
that he could help in some way. 

“I saw the pictures, and I said, ‘May-
be I can do something,’” he recalled.

After meeting with the staff, Mc-
Sorley told him that she’d call him as 
specific needs in his area of the archdi-
ocese arose. He recalls his first assign-
ment was a youth rally in Kelly, located 
in Nemaha County just one county over 
from his home. 

At the same time, Ugarte offered the 
use of a series of Stations of the Cross 
photographs he had completed. They 
were used in a feature about the Sta-
tions for Lent coupled with reflections 
written by then-Abbot Barnabas Sen-
ecal, OSB, of St. Benedict’s Abbey in 
Atchison. 

Although Ugarte’s photographs have 
appeared in the newspaper many times 
since, he admits his favorite assignment 
was a project four years ago when The 
Leaven staff and various freelancers 
spread out across the archdiocese and 
worked from sunup to nearly midnight 
to document a day in the life of the 
archdiocese. 

“That was really, really neat,” Ugarte 
said. 

“When we did the ‘Day in the Life 
of the Archdiocese’ in 2011, Dr. Ugarte 
brought back wonderful images,” said 
Leaven production manager Todd Hab-
iger. “He’s a practicing physician, yet he 
cleared his day to be able to photograph 
his geographical area. 

“I was very impressed by his willing-
ness to do that. And he came through 
wonderfully.”

But it was more than his photographs 
that impressed the younger man. 

“He worked from sunrise to sun-
down and beyond. It was an exhausting 
day for everyone involved. Dr. Ugarte 
had a lot of territory to cover,” said Hab-
iger, “and he loved every minute of it.” 

As soon as the project was over, said 
Habiger, Dr. Ugarte had only one ques-
tion: “When can we do it again?”  

“I love that,” said Habiger with a 
laugh.

Physician ‘lens’ a 
unique perspective 

to newspaper
Dr. Fernando Ugarte 
has photographed 
churches all over the 
world. A surgeon in 
Marysville, Ugarte 
has been freelancing 
for The Leaven for 
more than a decade.
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